FIRST OVER EVEREST
written about him by an attendant Indian Boswcll. His words
were worth keeping. The years pass quietly over the printed
places of English literature and Dr. Johnson is left undisturbed
with the character stage all to himself.
Most mornings Tom came over to Darbhanga House at
daybreak, his voice awakening all sleeping figures in the
bungalow. He was the John Peel of Purnea, and a human
alarum clock.
His wife, too, was one of those people without whose help
the expedition would have missed a great deal. A model of
efficiency, she took the whole party under her wing and
superintended the entire commissariat for her knowledge
extended everywhere from how to stalk a tiger to the making
of a chocolate souffle. The two mess-men, subordinate to her
orders, were Parsees, Framjee and Golwalla, both exceedingly
proud of their ancestry and the ancient sect of fire worshippers.
According to Framjee there are a quarter of a million Parsees
in the world, and their religion aims nowadays more at physical
and material than spiritual welfare; he cited their rules as to
bathing, physical exercise, and mature age for marriage, as
proof of this. Parsees attach special importance to benevolence.
The last ten days of each year are supposed to be devoted to
acts of charity and philanthropic deeds.
It is not uncommon on the fighting frontiers of India to
have murderers for servants. Blood feuds are numerous and
knife hands quick. In some Pathan villages a man is not thought
much of until he has taken life. A cynical critic once asked
how many murders went to make a trans-border Moslem of
the north-west frontier, but he was hardly being fair to a
conservative, and, on the whole, law-abiding race of fighting
men.
In places like Purnea the most important people are the
money-lender and the barber. The one is the local Lloyds; the
other, who caters for marriages, the Lyons of the district.
Villages are foil of kite-flying enthusiasts; broken glass and
bottles often adorn the strings, to cut the opponent's line when
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